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WILLIAM COBBETT. 


This Gentleman, who fied from England for fear 
of thé vengeance of the British ministry, has lo- 
cated himself at Jamaica, on Long Island, in the 
state of New York. We learn this fact from the 
date of a publication which he has addressed to 
the people of America. He proposes to continue 
his writings, which are to be published by his ne- 
phew, in the city of New York; and, if we may 
be allowed to judge by a specimen of some. of 
his more recent productions, his design is to talk 
at the inhabitants of Great Britain through the ci- 
tizens of the United States. In other words, Mr. 
Cobbett means to use the people of the United 
States as the captain of a ship at sea would use 
a speaking trumpet. 

The career of Mr. Cobbett has been singular 
and extraordinary. Originally a soldier in the 
ranks, his mind was above his condition ;,and by 
the force of a strong intellect he has extricated 
himself from the contempt of obscurity and the 
miseries of indigence. From a reviler of repub- 
lies and a eulogist of kings, he has become a ve- 
hement reformer and a popular demagogue. A 
clear, but not an elegant, writer, he is the idol of 
the ignorant, who believe him inspired, because 
Ke dispenses to them in bold and familiar lan- 
guage the truths of history, with which they were 
unacquainted; truths which have been a thou- 
sand times repeated, in the works of many emi- 
nent authors, and as often disregarded by man- 
‘kind. Even the learned have been pleased with 
Mr. Cobbett’s labors; not because he told them 
any thing new, but because he told old things in 
a new style, and in.a certain vein of irony, ridi- 
cule, and pleasantry, which made them laugh; 
and laughing is an agreeable sensation. 

When he returned to England from the United 
States, Mr. Cobbett was caressed by the British 
ministry. They offered to provide for him, by 
giving him a share in the profits of a newspaper. 
But he soon found that these profits were but 
trifling ; and conceiv ed the idea of trading in po- 
litics upon his own bottom. He accordingly com- 
menced the Register, and dealt out his political 
commodities apparently to suit his own pecuniary 
views. We do not deny to this gentleman great 
mental faculties, but we cannot perceive that he 
possesses any thing like patriotic principle. By 
one motive he is certainly guided, and if we keep 
our eye steadily fixed upon that, we may casily 
explain all the tergiversations of his political life. 


He is governed by Jnterest. Ruined by a prose- 
VOL. It ‘ 











cution in Philadelphia for a libel -upon one of our 
most distinguished citizens, interest led him to 
England to claim the reward of loyalty to his 
sovereign, which he had so distinctly manifested 
under the name of the celebrated “ Porcupine.” 
Feasted by Pitt and Dundas, and caressed by 
their creatures, but still governed by interest, they 
had not the power to fix him, because he could 
make more money by converting his pen into a 
weathercock than by pledging it to the support 


fof ministers. He has lately told us that, from his 


writings alone, he derived an annual income of 
ten thousand pounds sterling. This is 4 greater 
sum than the British cabinet .could afford to 
give; and they found it cheaper to punish than 
to pay him. Even in his flight to America, Mr. 
Cobbeit has been ruled by interest: Having amass- 
ed considerable property, he does not wait to see 
it torn from him, but crosses the ocean once more, 
to preserve it. 

Regarding se//-interest as his primary motive, 
the conduct of Mr. Cobbett has been consistent. 
But he had set up for an apostle of liberty, and 
his admirers had expected to see him die a mar- 
tyr. He, however, had different notions. He 
tarried till the faggots were lighted, until several 
of his followers were consumed ; but he had, him- 
self, no relish for being tied to the stake. He ex- 
cited his countrymen to rebellion against their 
task-masters; but, unlike Moses and Josliua, he 
did not remain to guide them through their diffi- 
culties. Personal safety and money being his ob- 
jects, he was wise in turning pilgrim. When 
commotions prevail at Rome, a discreet priést 
will always proceed on a journey to Jerusalem. 

Granting that Mr. Cobbett is a very capable 
writer; yet, at the same time, bis best friends 
must admit that he displays a great deal of egot- 
ism. Some allowance, indeed, is to be made,-in 
that respect, for a man who has risen to eminence 
by the energy of his own mind: but it is, never- 
theless, a weakness which an exalted intelleet, 
still stronger than Mr. Cobbett’s, in displaying its 
powers, wou!d strive to conceal, since it only 
serves to detract from the merit of the most bril- 
liant parts, and to render their possessor offensive 
to the self-love of those to whom he address¢s 
himself. 

Let it not be imagined, because we speak thus 
of a man who has attracted much of the public 
attention, that we approve of the conduct of the 
British ministry in their recent measures. Far be 


it from ys to sanction a tyranny the most_ odious 
7 : 
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that the head of man can conceive; a tyranny 
which is exercised in the name of the law; a ty- 
ranny which puts hope itself almost at defiance, 
because, being legalized by acts of parliament, it 
is unlawful to resist it. Whilst we compassionate, 
as we ought, the unhappy situation of our fellow- 
men in England, let us console ourselves by re- 
flecting on the wisdom of the framers of our own 
national constitution, which provides that “the 
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
suspended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or 
invasion, the public safety may require it;’” a 
provision, the value of which we may now fully 
estimate, when the suspension of the writ, in a 
time of profound peace, occasions to*the people of 
Great Britain so much of calamity. ” 





SECOND REPORT 
OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 


- Ordered by the House of Commons, to be printed, 
Marei: 27, 1817. 
{Concluded feom page 361.) 
PUBLIC DEPANTMENTS, 

The detailed particulars of the public depart- 
ments, printed by order of the house in the pre- 
sent session (No. 73,) led to an enquiry into the 
necessity of keeping the office of commander in 
chief at its full establishment, under the circum. 
stances of so large a reduction in the numbers of 
the army; in which it appeared to your commit- 
tee, that no decrease of business in that office 
has yet taken place, the multiplicity of corres- 

ondence, of applications, and references, having 
oak: in fact, for the present, materially augment- 
ed. Some retrenchment may reasonably be ex- 
pected in the number of the persons employed, 
whenever this temporary pressure of business 
shall cease, and when the military establishments 
shal] have been settled upon the basis of a per- 
manent peace. 

The salary of the secretary of the commander 
in chief was fixed in conformity to those of the 
under secretaries of state, at 2,000/. with an aug- 
mentation of one fourth after three years of ser- 
vice, which your committee submit to the house 
as being too rapid a scale of advance to be fol- 
lowed in any future appointment in any of those 
departments. And they further submit, as an im- 
provement of this arrangement, that the augment- 
ed rate of allowance should not commence till af- 
ter the expiration of seven years service. 
Departments of the Atijutant-General, and of Quar- 

termaater General at Head- Quarters. 


Your committee have ascertained that a con-! 
siderable reduction has been made in both of, 
these branches of the military establishment. 

The charge of the adjutant-general’s depart- 
ment appears to have been, 

In the year 1815 LZ. 10,383 

1816 9,528 
And the estimate for the present year is 8,309/. | 
being a diminution of 2,074/. as compared with ! 
the vear 1815. 
Tie charge in the department of the quarter- 
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And the estimate for the present year j 
being a diminution of 3, 8680. deus the ba, 
ofthe army. Your committee have had the fur. 
ther satisfaction to find, by a comparison of the 
present establishment of the office with that of 
1792, that the number of persons now emp 
exceeds only by one the number borne on the es. 
tablishment of 1792. 

PAY OFFICE. 

In the paymaster general’s department, the by. 
siness has in some respects necessarily increased 
by the cessation of the war, which occasions a 
very considerable augmentation of the number of 
claimants for half pay, and other retired allow. 
tances, and which may for a considerable time in 
a great degree counterbalance the decrease of ex. 
pense which would otherwise be occasioned by 
reduction of establishment, or a diminution of the 
magnitude of the annual accounts. , 

The deputy and assistant deputy-pa: ers. 
general abroad, are intended to be abolished dy. 
ring peace, and the duties of paying the troops on 
foreign stations are to devolve upon the Commis. 
sariant Department; the saving of expense 
this head will be, for the present year as compar. 
ed with the last, 8,528 which is the difference 
between the actual reduction of the expense of 
this branch of the department, and allowances 
granted according to a regulation of 12th. July, 
1816, fixing the rate of such allowances.—Thege 
allowances amounted to one fourth of the pay of 
those Deputies who received 3/ or 2/ per day, and 
one third to all Deputies who received 1/ 10s per 
day, and to Assistants (in all cases) to one fourth 
of their pay: which allowances, considering the 
great trust and responsibility imposed on those 
officers, your committee do not think unreasona- 
ble. The whole amount of those allowances js 
not likely to exceed about 5,000/ per annum. 
Your committee observe, that many of the 


conducting the increased business of this depart 
ment, have been admitted as temporary or extra 
clerks, without being put upon the establishment; 
in consequeyce of which no permanent expense 
can be thrown upon the public, whenever the di- 
minution of business will allow a reduction in the 
number of persons employed. 
WAR OFFICE. 

On directing their attention to the official es. 
tablishment of the war office, your committee 
could not avoid remarking several articles, which, 
slthough sanctioned by the estimates of former 
years, appear to them to call for observation. . 

The extra allowances made to clerks for pre- 
paring the annual estimates seem unfit to be con- 
tinued, as the duty performed constitutes a part 
of the regular and ordinary business of this office. 

The number of messengers is also very large, 
amounting to 29, several of whom receive above 
100/. a year. 

But your committee wish particularly to ob- 
serve on the retired allowances possessed by two 
clerks in this office on account of their having 
filled the situation, in succession, of private secre- 
tary to former secretaries at war, by authority 
from those secretaries at war themselves, when 
they ceased te fill that office. Such allowances 
are certainly unusual, if not without example, 
and, therefore, on account of the precedent, whol- 





Muster-genetal appears to have been, 


ly unfit to-be continued, more especially as those 








In the year 1815 Z8,695 
1816 . 9,349 


|| two individuals still retain their situation in the 


office. 





clerks who have been added during: the war, for 
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Your committee observe that these two cases 
have been remarked upon in the 6th report of 
the commissioners of military inquiry, pa. 293 and 
294; and the practice of making such grants has 
been discontinued in pursuance of the sugges- 
tions contained in that report. 

Your committee conceive that in any future ap- 
pointment to the office of deputy secretary at war, 
a salary of 1,500/. per annum, with an increase of 
500/. a year after a continuance in his office of 10 
years, will be sufficient ; and they also venture to 
recommend 1,000/. as a proper salary for the first 
and principal clerks. 3 

In addition to the establishment of this depart- 
meat, which, including 19,5262. the charge of the 
branches employed in the examination of accounts 
for the period in arrear, amounts to 60,8022, the ; 
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duty calls on them to enter into any detail re- 
specting the army stationed in France. 

The estimate points out a diminution of the exe 
pense; the numbers of this.army will soon be re- 
duced by a fifth, viz: from 30,000 to 24,000 men; 
and it is understood that all practicable retrench- 
ments are now making :n every thing not essen- 
tial to the well being of the troops. r 

Your committee have great’satisfaction in sta- 
ting that no part of the charges of this force have 
hitherto fallen on this country; and they are’ ene. 
abled to add,a confident and well grounded ex- 

ectation, that the whole will continue to be de- 
rayed out of the sums contributed by the govern- 
ment of France, according to the provisions of 
the treaty of Paris of 20th Nov. 1815; in addition 
to the twenty-five millions of francs (1,000,0002. 


compensations and \retired allowances, enume-~ pepe recently bestowed by his royal highness 


rated in p. 67, and forming the sum of 6,7711,, 
must be regarded as a very large burden inci- 
dental to the charge. of this office. 


the prince regent, on the gallant army which con- 
quered at Waterloo and captured Paris. : 


REGIMENTS IN THE EAST INDIES. 











Your committee, however, have considerable 
satisfaction in contrasting the state of the current 
accounts of this office with that of the period, 
when the committee of public expenditure, in; 
the year 1811, noticed “the disorder and dis-' 
graceful state in which the accounts of this great | 
branch of public expenditure: had been for so} 
many years suffered to reinain.” In the current; 
accounts the arrear is inconsiderable, and by the 
more modern and judicious arrangement, a con- 
siderable portion of the establishment has been 
transferred (without any interruption of the cur- 
rent business) to the examination of the period 
in arrear; by which means nearly the whole of 
the outstanding accounts from the year 1784 to 
the year 1797, have been settled; and the com- 
mittee have reason to expect that the settlement 
of those now outstanding for the period between 
the years 1797 and 1810, will take place with as 
much expedition as the difficulty of investigating 
accounts, which have remained so long unexam- 
ined, will permit. 

The hours of attendance are stated to be from 
ten to four, as they are in the pay office. 

The number of persons employed in examining 
accounts in the war office, and the charges 
arising therefrom, in the several years from 1813 
to 1817, appears by the annexed papers, marked 
(D) and (E.) 

MEDICINES, &c. ; 

The charge of medicines and surgical materials 
in Greit Britain and freland amounted, for the 
year 1816, to 60,2661. 
which is reduced in the current year toe — 26,446 


VOLUNTEER CORPS. 


Your committee would not have thought it re- 
quisite to make any remark on the estimate for 
pay and contingent allowances to volunteer corps 
of yeomanry, were they not-desirous of bearing 
their testimony to the great utility and impor- 
tance of that species of force, for the maintenance 
of order and protection of property; supported 
as it is by a comparatively small expense, and cai- 
culated to keep alive the ancient spirit of the na- 
tion, in the quarter where it is most desirable and 
most useful. . They, therefere, highly approve of 
the addition of 17. to each individual of this body, 
the allowances having been previously reduced 
from 4/. a year to 22. 

TROOPS IN FRANCE, 
It does not appear to your committee that their 


The troops serving within the territorial pos- 
sessions of the Fast India company,’ do not fall 
, under the consideration of your committee, as 
| the whole expense is borne by the company; but 
, with regard to the recruiting service, for which a 
' charge appears in the estimates of 17,824/. ciearly 
| inadequate to cover the expenses, it appears that 
| an arrangement has been made for the payment; 
;and the computed charge for recruits transferred 
j, to the company’s service, from the year 1799 to 
{| 1815, is credited to government in the account 
| with the East India company, presented to the 
! house on the 28th May, i316, as follows : 





Principal, partly estimated, — 410,0002. 
Interest, 125, 
535,400}. 


Two regimefits of dragoons, and five battalions 
of foot are under orders to retttrn, which will re- 
duce the amount of force stationed in the terri- 
torial possessions of the East India company to 
very nearly the number of 20,000 provided for 
by the charter. Every expense belonging to 
these troops will be borne by the company up to 
the period of their landing, when a reduction of 
numbers to the extent of these * regiménts and 
battalions will take place; so that no charge can 
fall on the public beyond the pay and allowances 
requisite for the short period of effecting that re- 
duction. 

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE, 

In the royal military college every thing seems 
to be conducted in a manner honorable to those 
who are in authority, and on a plan conducive to 
the good education of all classes resorting to it for 
instruction. Your committee, cannot, however, 
but question the expediency of continuing this es- 
tablishment on its present extensive scale. They 
most heartily join in the feelings which would in- 
duce parliament to provide for the orphan chil- 
dren of the gallant men who have sacrificed their 
lives in the service of their country ; and also for 
the children of meritorious officers now actually 
serving; but if the whole number at present on 
the establishment are to be provided ‘vith com- 
missions, it must unavoidably operate neurly to the 
exclusion of all other classes from the army ; and 
your committee submit, whether such a system 
would not be in direct variance from what hus 
hitherto been practised in this ‘kingdom; and 
whether it might not justly be considered as 
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inconsistent with the spirit of our constitution. 
But if these young men cannot be promoted, it is 
almost superfluous to remark on the inexpediency 
and eventual cruelty of educating them for sta- 
tions which they are not likely to fill, and_of en- 
couraging hopes that must be disappointed. 


Some reductions of expense have already taken 
place; among which your committee cannot but 
notice the voluntary relinquishment of his table 
allowance by the distinguished officer at the head 
of the establishment, accompanied at the same 
time by a statement, that although an accession of 
property rendered it unnecessary for him to re- 
ceive any longer this allowance, he wished to 
be understood as by no means_considering it im- 
prenes to be continued to any officer who might 

e his successor. Sdme other reductions may pro- 


bably still be ‘made, independently of lowering the, 


number of young persons who receive eleemosy- 
nary education: and it well deserves considera- 
tion whether with regard to the senior branch, for 
which an entirely separate establishment is main- 
tained at Farnham, some additional coniribution 
might not be reasonably demanded from the offi- 
cers who desire to receive the benefits of the 
mode of instruction there afforded. ‘The whole 
sum now paid is no more than thirteen guineas 
per annum for each officer admitted, and it is 
stated that the present applications for admission 
are much more numerous than it is possible to 
comply with. 


It may further merit consideration, whether in 
time of peace it would not be advantageous to in- 
crease the rate of payment to be required fram 
the third class of junior students, who now contri- 
bute 1007. each, while the numbers of the other 
two. classes are reduced; and, perhaps, to give 
“somewhat more of & civil character to the educa- 
tion of the place. By these means, great num- 
bers of young persons, best adapted by their sta- 
tion in the country to lead the armies ofa free 
people, may be drawn to the college, in conse- 
quence ofa mode of education uniting the advan- 
tages of our public schools, with the qualifications 
that are considered necessary for the military pro- 
fession. In this manner the college may be made 
to pay the greater part at least of its own expen- 
ses, and become, during peace a much lighter bur- 
then upon the resources of the country. When- 
ever war shall unhappily return, temporary alter- 
ations may easily be effected suited to the exist- 
ing state of things. 


The rate of expense, according to the present 
estimates, supposing the numbers to be full, ap- 
to ‘be for each student in the senior branch 
(besides the 30-guineas paid by himself) about 
117/. a year; and for each student in the junior 
branch 43/.: but if the salaries of the officers are 
divided between both departments in the propor- 
tion of their respective numbers, an addition must 
be made of 15/. nearly to each student. And ifthe 
pay of the gentlemen cadets is not deducted, 
which although it may be carried to another de- 
partment, is still a charge on the public, as those 
young gentlemen, but for the purpose of educa- 
tion, would not be received at so early an age, 45/. 
more will be added tc the cost of-each individu- 
al, giving on the whole an annval disbursement 
from the public for each student in the senior de- 
partment of 132/.; and for each student in the ju- 
nior department of 1037. 
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It appears by a return made from the college 
that the whole expense in the 


Year 1817 amounted to 33,8197. 
And the estimate of this 

year is 28,1557. 

Making a diminution of 5,664/. 


ARMY PAY OF GENERAL OFFICERS. 

In proceeding to remark on this and several of 
the subsequent heads of the estimate, your com. 
mittee think it necessary, in the first instance, to 
press upon the serious attention of the house, the 
amount of the allowances of the army, which have 
reference to remuneration for past services, with 
areview to their reconsideration prospectively ; 
and to observe upon the very great proportion 
which these allowances, amounting to nearly 
2,400,000/., bear to 6,682,000/, the gross sum pro- 
posed to be voted in the present year for the 
support of the military establishments of the 
country. 

The aggregate expense of this system has ap- 
peared to be such, as to lead your committee to 
inquire how far the public could be protected 
from its progressive increase in proportion to fu- 
ture promotions, by any change in the existing 
regulation, which might at the same time effect 
the gradual reduction of the present charge toa 
more moderate scale of expense, without break- 
ing faith towards the individuals to whom this 
provision has been granted. Your committee 
have great satisfaction in being enabled to state to 
the house, as the result of their inquiries on this 
head, that it is in the contemplation of the proper 
department, to modify the whole system, by pro- 
viding that this unattached pay, instead of accru- 
ing to all who may be promoted to the rank of 
general officer, shall henceforward be granted to 
a fixed and limited number only; to which num- 
ber the present list will be gradually reduced, 
either by casualties, or by the officers now receiv- 
ing this provision being appointed to the com- 
mand of regimenis. 

GARRISONS. 

The estimate for 1817 is less than that for 1816, 
in consequence of some vacant appointments not 
having been, and not having been intended to be 
filled up; such as a barrack-master general for 
Scotland, a garrison surgeon at/ Edinburgh, and 
some other small reductions on the establishment 
of the home garrisons. 

In the garrisons in North America, &c. yarious 
appointments are not continued in 1817 ; such as 
garrison surgeons and barrack-masters, which have 
ceased to exist on their former footing. 

The Irish garrisons vary but little. 

The charge for 1817 is also affected by a day’s 
pay less than in 1816 for leap year. 

Upon carrying back the comparison of this head 
of charge to the year 1792, it appears that the dif- 
ference in favor of the present year, is between 
15,000/. and 16,000/. 


FULL PAY FOR RETIRED OFFICERS, Kc. 

Almost all the persons provided for in this es- 
timate were officers, who from wounds or infirmi- 
ties contracted on duty, were incapable of active 
service. The several corps to which they belong- 
ed were composed of soldiers nearly of the same 
description; and by the letters of service for 
raising the veteran or invalid corps, (principally 
by a call of Chelsea pensioners) the officers were 





promised full pay on disbandment. These invalid 
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corps were indeed rather looked upon as honora- 
ble situations of retirement for the veteran offi- 
cers. 

Some of these officers, however, were placed 
on the retired list, from actual incapacity for any 
further military duties. 

The promotion of the officers of veteran and 
invalid corps did not go on by brevet. . 

HALF PAY AND MILITARY ALLOWANCES. 

The proportion of charge in the present esti- 
mate under the head of half pay, arising from the 
increase granted in June, 1814, may be reckoned 
at about 105,000/. for the British establishment ; 
but no exact estimate for the Irish establishment 
can be given, without waiting for a return from 
Ireland. The amount of that increase may in the 
mean time be supposed about 10,0007. 


FOREIGN HALF PAY. 

The half pay and reduced allowances to officers 
of disbanded foreign corps have not been granted 
upon any uniform system which strictly applies to 
all; but some sort of principle has prevailed, to 
give them only to those whose service has ex- 
tended to the period of five years, or whose regi- 
ments had so long served. 

In some cases half pay has been allowed to 
those officers only who had been removed from 
other regiments, in which they would have been 
entitled thereto; the other officers receiving, as 
disbanding money, from 3 months to 3 years full 
pay, according to the periods of their service. 

it is to be observed, that the ne classes 
of officers are allowed to continue their half pay, 
(contrary to the general rules of service) viz : 

Officers receiving (under the act 52d Geo. 3, 
cap. 151) pensions for the loss of limbs. 

Officers. of the King’s German Legion or Fo- 
reign Veteran Battalion, serving in the Hanove- 
rian army. 

Officers of the Brunswick corps, serving in the 
forces organized for the protection of the do- 
minions of the duke of Brunswick. 

Swiss officers serving in the Swiss militia. 

Officers veceiving pensions from the French 


government, provided no service be attached to | 


such pensions. 


IN AND OUT PENSIONERS OF CHELSEA AND KILMAIN- |; 


HAM HOSPITALS. 


The increase in the current year, as compared ' 


with the last, is not quite 2,600/. for the in-pen- 
sioners ; but with regard to the amount of the ex- 
pense attending the out-pensioners, it is necessa- 
ry to enter into considerable detail, embracing 
the information which your’ cammittee have call- 
ed for from the paymaster general and the secre- 
tary at war. 


The paymaster general of the forces holds in| 


virtue of his patent the office of treasurer of 
Chelsea hospital; he presides at the boards which 
are held for the general business of the hospital, 
and attends the examination of discharged sol- 
diers, who claim either in respect of service, or 
disability, to be placed upon the pension list. 

By the act of 46th Geo. 3, cap. 69, persons are 
enabled to inlist in the infantry for a limited pe- 
riod of seven years, to re-inlist for a second pe- 
riod of seven years, and for a third period of se- 
ven years. In the cavalry, fora first period of ten 
years, a second of seven years, and a third of se- 
ven years. ‘They are to be entitled to their dis- 
charge at the expiration of anv of these peviods 
of service ; and further to such pensions for their 
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services as his majesty, by any regulations to be 
framed in consequence of that act, might think 
proper to allow. <—- 
By a warrant of his majesty of 7th October, 
1806, a promen of 5d. per day was granted to pri- 
vates who were discharged, and had served their 
second period, viz: fourteen years in the infantry, 
or seventeen years in the cavalry; and a pension 
of 1s. per day to those who were discharged, and 
had served their third period, viz: twenty-one 
years in the infantry, or twenty-four years in the 
cavalry. 

In addition to these rates of pension, all those 
who have served beyond the third period are to 
be allowed one half-penny a day for every year of 
service, after the expiration of the third period; 
and in estimating the number of years service for 
the pension, two years service in the East ‘or 
West Indies reckon as three years in ‘any other 
part of the world. 

And subsequently all soldiers present at the 
battle of Waterloo have been allowed, by direc- 
tion of his royal highness, the prince regént, 31st 
July, 1815, to add two years to their term of ser- 
vice, in estimating the amount ‘of pension which 
they claim. 

There is also a regulation, by which soldiers 
discharged during their second or third period of — 
service, are to be allowed, upon re istering their 
names in a book to be kept at Chelsea, to reckon 
every two years which may elapse after such dis- 
charge as equivalent to one of service; and to re- 
ceive the pension belonging to the second or 
third period of service at the expiration of the 
number of years which are requisite to complete 
such periods of service, respectively; such dis- 
charged soldiers being liable to be called upon to 
attend musters, and in time of war to be enrolled, 
if found fit for service, in the veteran battalions. 
Each year from the period of the first discharge 
till that of being called again into service, is term- 
ed a year-of absence. ; 

This regulation appears to have been so little 
understood by the soldiers, that up to the 9th of 
December last only two hundred and seventy-se- 
ven men had tendered their names, with the view 
of obtaining pensions under that regulation; and 
none had proposed to take advantage of it until 
the 1 gulation was communicated to commanding 
officers, who were directed to promulgate it in 
their respective regiments. 


The only other imp»rtant alteration which was 
introduced by the new system of 1806, in respect 
of pension, was a considerable increase “given by 
the same regulations in consequence of disability . 
or infirmity contracted in service; as to which 
the commissioners of Chelsea hospital, in fixing 
the amount of pension, exercise their discretion, 
within certain prescribed limits, according to the 
nature of the case. But as to the pension for ser- 
vice, no discretion is vested in them: it having 
been the intention of the act, and the regulations 
founded upon it, to confer upon the soldiers a le- 
gal claim to a pension according to a fixed rate, 
and of which he cannot be deprived, except by 
the sentence of a general court martial. : 

The amount of the out-pension at Chelsea hos- 
pital in 1806, six months previous to-the new 
regulations being adopted, was, upon 21,177 men, 
179,902/. 8s. 4d. per annum; six months subse- 








quent to the regulations, on 20,805 men, the 
amount was 347,662/. 10s. 
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In 1793, previous to the war, the Chelsea out- 
pension was, upon 20,594 men, 157,759/. 13s. and 
the annual amount of it at Michaelmas 1816 was, 
upon $1,591 men,* 884,659/. 10s. 8d. The pen- 
sion at Kilmainham in 1793 was, upon 2,550 men, 
16,160/.; it was at Michaelmas 1816, upon 10,031 
men, 159,870/. making, with 884,659/. 10s. Sd. the 
amount ot the Chelsea pension, 1,v44,529/. 10s. 
8d.; or an increase in both establishments, occa- 
sioned by the war, of 870,710/. per annum. 

ROYAL MILITARY ASYLUM. 

Of the royal military asvlum, your committee 
feed say no more, than to express their general 
approbation of the economical manner in which it 

, is conducted, annexing the substance of the regu- 
lations for its government, and a return of casual- 
ties since it was established in 1803. 

The object ef the institution, is to provide for 
the “maintenance and education of a certain 
number of orphan and other children of the non- 
commissioned officers and privates” of the army. 

In the, selection of the children for admission, 
preference is given, 

1st. To orphans. 

2d. To those whose fathers have been killed, 
or have died on foreign service. 

3d. To those who have lost their mothers, and 
whose fathers are absent’ on duty abroad. 

4th. To those whose fathers are ordered on fo- 
reign service, or whose parents have other chil- 
dren to maintain. . 

The age at which the children are admitted 
into the asylum is regulated by the ape wey 
stated in the printed forms of petition and tertifi- 
cate to be had at the asylum; but there is a 
branch of the establishment in the Isle of Wight, 
for the reception of children of the earliest age. 
The continuance in the asylum, either of boys or 
girls, is limited to the age of fourteen. They are 
taught reading, writing, and the four rules of 
arithmetic, according to the Madras system of 
education; and they are instructed in the trades 
of shoe-makers, tailors, cap-makers, &c. &c.; they 
make and mend al]l the principal articles of their 
own dress, and thereby very materially lessen the 
expense of the institution. They are taught also 
to march, and some other parts of military exer- 
cise, without arms; and all their proceedings are 
directed with military form and regularity. At 
the age of fourteen, the boys have their choice, 
either of being apprenticed to trades, or of going 
into the army; and the girls are also apprentice 
out at the same age. Both are at such times 
completely, clothed to an extent suited to their 
situation; and take with them a Bibic, a Prayer 
Book, and Whole Duty of Man. 

The children are, of course, clothed during the 
whole time: of their remaining in the institution. 
COMPASSIONATE LIST, BOUNTY WARRANTS, AND 
PENSIONS FOR WOUNDS. 

Allowances to officers wounded on service, have 
been put upon a new footing since the battle of 
Waterloo, in 1815, which entails considerable ex 
pense upon the public, without keeping that exact 

tion which was apparently the object of it. 

The inequality of the rule will be evident by 
em the case of any young officer, so far disa 
led in action as to be absolutely incapable of 
following his profession, who must remain ‘witli: 

* Upon the disbandment, after the seven years war in 1763, 
the number of Che'sea pensioners were 14,760, and the amount 


of their pensions 112,8601,,per annum. After the American 
war, the nuinbers were 20,700, and the aimeunt of pension 
Bbout 160,000), 5 , 
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the pension attached to the rank which he held 
when he received his wounds; while another of 
the same age and rank, less injured by wounds, 
and therefore not incapable of continuing in’ ser. 
vice, receives.an augmentation of his pension ac. 
cording to the successive steps which he may ob. 
tain in rank. There seems to be neither reason 
nor equality in such a regulation as this; which 
requires to be considered, and perhaps to be re. 
pezled upon its former footing. 

The grants of bounty warrants are to be under. 
stood as generally confined to the relatives of offi. 
cers killed in action, or dying from the immediate 
effects of fatigue on service, and to the relatives 
of general officers who have no otlier adequate 
provision ; leaving, of course, still open for a de- 
,parture from this rule in any individual instance 
of particular service, or of extreme distress. The 
circumstances of each case are stated to the secre. 
tary at war, by whom the same are_ particularly 








investigated, and then submitted for the royal 
consideration. 
COMPASSIONATE ‘LIST. 
Proper objects of the bounty. 

Children:of officers of the regular army, who 
die on full pay ; ditto, of officers of fencible regi: 
ments, who die on full pay, and out of Great Bri- 
tain ; ditto, of officers of invalids; ditto, of medi- 
cal officers ; ditto, of staft officers, including com- 
missaries ; ditto, of chaplains; ditto, of officers 
who have been reduced upon half pay. 

Widows and children of adjutants cf local mili- 
~ who had previously served as officers in the 

ne. 

Widows of officers not strictly entitled to the 
regular widow’s pension have ors placed on 
this lisi in cases of particular distress, and in some 
special cases, at rates equivalent to such pen- 
sion. 

‘These allowances are in no case considered as 


sons enjoying them shall remain unprovided for : 
the daughters of officers, therefore, cease to re- 
ceive them upon their marriage, unless they can 
shew, in a satisfactory manner, that they are still 
in circumstances to require the assistance of the 
bounty, when they are sometimes allowed to re- 
tain it by special permission to that effect. The 
sons (except in cases of mental or bodily infirmi- 
ties which incapacitate them from obtaining a 
livelihood) are struck off the list on their attain- 
ing the age of 18 years, or on receiving commis- 
sions in the army or navy, or other appointments 
which may be supposed to afford a provision ; and 


on its being known at the war office, that they are 
provided for in a way to render this assistance 


ment for four years, are also considered as giving 
up their claim to the-allowance, and their names 
are struck off the list, 
SUPERANNUATION ALLOWANCES. 

Upon the allowances, compensations, and emol- 
uments in the nature of superannuations, a consi- 
derable increase is to be observed. The amount for 
1816 was 17,9641; it is for this year 25,566; which 
is accounted for by the various reductions which 
nave been made in some of the departments, giv- 
ing claims for compensations or retired allowances 
to several of those who have been hitherto em- 
ployed in effective service ; but this head of charge 





shou..| always be watched with peculiar attention, 
and the injunction contained in the letter from 








being granted for life, but only so long as the per-- 


generally, all persons on the list are discontitued © 


unnecessary. Persons ceasing to apply for pay- * 
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the treasury of 1816, which prescribes that no 

allowance should be made within any department 

whatever, to its own officers, without ‘the special 

sanction of the lords commissioners of the treasu- 

ry, should in no case whatever be departed from. 
EXCHEQUER FEES. 

On the charge of 35,0007. for exchequer fees, 
your committee observe with much satisfaction, 
that in consequence of the late generous and pa- 
triotic conduct of the distinguished nobleman, 
who holds the only tellership which continued 
upon the old establishment, the whole produce of 
these fees, with some inconsiderable exceptions, 
is now applicable to national purposes, in confor- 
mity to the act for regulating the exchequer, 23d 
of the king, c. 83, without affording an increase 
of emolument to any individual whatever. 

March 29, 1817. 





MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE, 
Boston, May 23. 

At 12 o’clock, the two chambers met in conven- 
tion, when his excellency the governor, agieeably 
to notice, came in, attended by the lieutenant go- 
vernor, council, secretary, and heads of depart. 
ments, and delivered the following 

SPEECH : 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 

The return of the election season brings with it 
little of novelty, but much to engage and interest 
us. Past events, and a long catalogue of patriots 
and statesmen, with the recollection with whom 
the transactions of the season are associated, recur : 
to the mind and enter deeply into the meditations 
of the occasion. 

History, the instructive epitome of the charac- 
ter of man, exhibits to us, not only the perpetual 
conflict of reason and the passions, of striking al- 
terations of rectitude and error, and the command- 
ing powers and extreme imbecility of the human 
pa Sy but the formation of governments, their 
progressive changes, and ultimate catastrophe. 

But without extending our view over the gene- 
ral history of men or of governments, the annals 
of our country, the authentic memorials. of the 
migrations and settlement, the character and man- 
ners, the political and religious principles, and 
the literary institutions of our forefathers; the 
rise, progress, and termination of the momentous 
question between Great Britain and her colonies, 
wow the United States of America, respecting the 
right of remains taxation ; the origin, struc- 
ture, and establishment of our systems of juris- 
prudence, and their influence upon individual and 
social happiness, open various and prolific sources 
of instruction to the legislator, and of proud satis- 
faction to the American patriot. 

You are called upon, gentlemen, to exercise the 
functions of legislation, at a time highly propitious 
for impartial inquiry into the great interests of the 
commonwealth. For a long succession of years 
such was the extraordinary state of most of the 
nations of Europe, with which our interests are 
involved, that the minds of your predecessors have 
been occupied with painful apprehensions of the 
public safety, or with the arduous duties of pro- 
viding warlike means for public defence. During 
that eventful period, the ordinary avocations of 
marly of our fellow-citizens were interrupted. Na- 
vigation, commerce, manufactures, and even agri- 
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tural state. Vast numbers of the people were 
compelled to abandon the pursuits which inclina- 
tionhad selected, providential allotments had fa» 
cilitated, and habit had rendered ‘familiar and tu. 
crative, and resort was had in too many instances 
ptodesperate projects of speculation and adventure, 
equally eluding calculation, ruinous to individuals, 
and vitiating to public morals. 

But the public mind being now relieved from 
its disquieting solicitude by the internal tranquilli, 
ty of the state, the elevated character of our re- 





publican systems of government, the respectable 
condition of public credit, resting on its primitive: 
principles of fiscal administration, and the exist- 
ing relations of amity between the Uniied States 
and the other commercial nations of theworld ; you 
are happily indulged in the opportanity of turn- 
ing your attention specially to the interior con- 
cerns of the commonwealth. And coming as you 
do from every section of the state, you bring with 
you not only a knowledge of the wants and wishes 
of your respective ‘constituents, but of all those 
facts and circumstances pre-requisite for suggest- 
ing and perfecting any public improvements of 
which the commonwealth may: be susceptible. 

Annual elections and frequent meetings of the 
legislature cage | designed to perpetyate the 
principles of'a free constitution in their purity 
and vigor, and te promote, in the highest degree 

ossible, the general welfare of the state, it seems 

ighly proper as auxiliary to these ends, that the 
attention of the legislature should be often direct- 
ed to inquiries into the competency of the laws 
for securing to the people their political and elec- 
tive rights ; to inquiries whether they obiain, as 
there may be a demand, what the constitution as- 
sures’ them, right and justice freely, completely, 
and promptly, without purchase, without denial, 
and without delay ? Whether the code of criminal 
law be si to the state of society“and morals, 
and punishments be uniformly commensurate 
with the nature and turpitude of crimes ?, Wheth- 
er due encouragement is bestowed upon the in- 
terests of religion, learning, humanity, and bene- 
volence ; upon agriculture, and the fisheries; up- 
on naval architecture, and other mechanical and 
manufacturing arts; upon commerce and. those 
productions of genius and taste which enrich and 
embellish a state ? and in fine, Whether the laws 
are impartially and faithfully administered ? 

Agriculture was not only the first employment 
of man, but we may observe an admirable and 
happy coincidence of his ipterest, his passions, 
and his taste with his primitive destination. But 
agriculture is unsusceptible of an independent _ 
existence. Unsolicited by the demands of com- 
merce and manufactures, would the rural econo- 
mist extend his care and his toil beyond the sup- 
ply of his own immediate consumption ? Men de 
not act without motives. The = of profit 
sweetens and originates labor. But if the surplus 

roducts of the soil become a worthless incum- 
eunti to the producer, languor, inaction, and 
scarcity would be the result. 

Whatever may be the intrinsic value, or the re- 
lative importance of the several great departments 
of political economy which are so intimately unit- 
ed as to be inseparable, an inquiry into the most 
promising means of multiplying and gy a 
the products of husbandry, will not be 
unworthy a Massachusetts legislature. A pleni- 
tude of subsistence affords the most sure and sta- 





ture assumed, or were forced into, a preterna- 





ble foundation for the maintenance and augmen- 
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tation of the population of the state, for the im- 
provement of manufactures, and for the active 
— of the surplus products of art and 

jabor. 

' Massachusetts has ever been respectable. And 
while she retains the spirit, and is governed by 
the principles of her political, religious and moral 
institutions ; while her schools and higher semina- 
ries of learning; while sciences and ‘the useful 
arts shall be cherished ; her love of justice and 
her habits of industry and economy shall be main- 
tained, she must continue to command the re- 
spectful consideration of the world. The com- 
monwealth, to the mild and beneficent influence 
of whose constitution and laws we are immediate- 
ly or remotely indebted, ‘not only for our civil 
rights, but for the secure enjoyment of the rights 
of conscience, the pleasures of friendship, and of 
whatever is most dear to our affections in domes- 
tic life, claims our first fealty and homage.—And I 
may add, that the people of the several states will 
most effieaciously perpetuate our system of our 
national government, by preserving the solidity 
and the strength, and maintaining the erect atti- 
tude of the pillars upon which the vast and lofty 
stiperstructure is erected. By recurring to the 
resolves of the last session of the legislature, it 
will be perceived, that, on the third day of De- 
cember last, a resolve passed, authorising and re- 
questing the governor, with the advice of the 
council, to appoint agents to present the claims of 
this commonwealth against the United States, for 
expenditures during the late war, to the congress 
of the United States, or toany department of the 
government, as might be found expedient. In 
conformity to the authority vested in the execu- 
tive by that resolve, agents were appointed and 
commissioned, to repair to the seat of government 
of the United States, for the purposes exprassed 
in the resolve; and the hon. James Lloyd and 
William H. Sumner and Joseph H. Pierce, es- 
quires, were selected. The two former gentle- 
men, with as little delay as possible, proceeded to 
the city of Washington; the latter gentieman re- 
mained in Boston, and has been occasionally em- 
ployed in selecting and furnishing documents to 
elucidate the principles upon which our claims 
were founded, and to arrange the component parts 
of the account under specific heads, as required 
by the department of war. The course pursued 
by the commissioners, and the result of their mis- 
sion you will learn more distinctly, bv referring to 
‘their correspondence, which the secretary of the 
commonwealth will lay before you. 

A few items of our account as exhibited against 
the United States by the commissioners, were 
considered by the executive as coming within the 
purview of existing laws, and eleven thotisand 
dollars have been remitted to me by the war de- 
partment on account—which sum I immediately 
placed in the hands of the treasurer of the com- 
monwealth, where it. waits the order of the legis- 
lature. 

Since the last sitting of the legislature it has 
been ascertained that a considerable balance .of 
arms is due to this state by virthe of the act of 
congress passed in April 1808, for arming. the 
whole body of the militia> While our commis- 
sioners were at the seat of government, they sug- 
gested to the acting secretary, of war,a proposition 
for transferring to the U. States a number of mus- 








kets, the property of the commonwealth, an now 
in its arsenais, equal to-the pulance duce the state 
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from the appropriation of the above mentioned 
act of April 1808, to be reconveyed to the state as 
its balance of arms due at the close of the last 
_— This proposition, it is understood, would 

ave been acceded to by the executive of the U 
States, and payment made for the arms at the last 
contract price of arms manufactured for the ser. 
vice of the U. States, had the powers of the com. 
missioners been competent to that object. ]t 
rests with you, gentlemen, to authorise, at any fy. 
ture time, a commutation of any portion of the 
arms now in your arsenals, agreeably to the above. 
mentioned suggestion, or otherwise, as you may 
judge expedient. 

The resolve of the 12th of Dec. last, authorisin 
and requesting the governor with the advice of 
council, to appoint agents for erecting a military 
arsenal at Cambridge, and a laboratory at Boston, 
and the resolve of the 13th Dec. aut iorising the 
appointment of three persons to consider the sub- 
ject of the state prison at large, have severally 
been attendd to, and the agents duly appointed. 
—The arsena' and laboratory have been contract. 
ed for, and *rz in a suitable state of progression. 

A report from the commissioners employed te 
inquire into the mode of governing the Pennsyl- 
vania penitentiary, and other institutions of a’sj- 
milar nature, and to consider at large the subject 
of the state prison, and to report any improve: 
ments, or organization or enlargement of that 
establishment, together with a communication 
from the directors of that institution, will be laid 
before you by the secretary. The importance of 
that humane and benevolent institution has always 
been highly appreciated by the government of the 
commonwealth ; and from the increasing popula- 
tion of the state, and from the variety of other 
causes, tvhich the several communications now to 
be submitted to you will disclose, it is daily assum- 
ing a deeper interest. Such are my views of the 
importance and indeed necessity of further im- 
provements in the interior arrangement and ma- 
nagement of that institution, in order to the at- 
tainment of the beneficial designs which dictated 
its establishment ; both as a place of mitigated 
punishment, and a penitentiary, that I feel it to be 
my duty specially to invite your attention to this 
weighty concern. 

Since the last session I have received a letter 


from the governor of the state of New Hampshire, | 


together with a resolve of the legislature of that 
state, suggesting a modification of the laws of this 
state, relative to the inspection of provisions. 
Within the same period I have received from the 
governor of North Carolina, a letter accompany- 
ing a proposition of the legislature of that state 
for amending the constitution of the United 
States. ‘hese several communications will be 
laid before you with the other documents by the 
secretary. 

Accept, gentlemen, my assurance of the high- 
est respect, and of my readiness to concur with 
you in all your efforts to promote the honor and 
happiness of Massachusetts. 

JOHN BROOKS. 


ANSWER 
Of the house of representatives to his excellency’s 
address to both houses. 
May it please your excellencg, 
The house of representatives tender to your 
excellency fheir congratulations upon the return 
of the anniversary of our general election, and 
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its morals, its principles of freedom, and love of 
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upon the commencement of a new political year, 
under circumstances so auspicious to the welfare 
and happiness of the people of the common- 
yealth. ' 
"The return of this anniversary recalls the lead- 
ing events of our history, the contemplation of 
which furnishes abundant cause for patriotic and 
exulting emotions. With a few occasional and 
temporary exceptions of national prosperity and 
of striking examples of virtue and patriotism, the 
history of other countries exhibits their people 
sunk in ignorance, debased by slavery, gre 
by misfortunes, or stained by crimes; w ile that 
of our own presents the grateful and singular 
spectacle of a people, which, during its whole ex- 
istence of nearly two centuries, by its intelligence, 


justice, has held on its course to opulence and 
power, unchecked by any signal calamity, and un- 
sullied by any: gross departure from national 
rectitude. We look back with gratitude and 
proud satisfaction to the history of our forefathers, 
to “ whose character andimanners, political and 
religious principles and literary institutions,” we 
trace (under Providence) the source of that un- 
exampled prosperity which has marked our con- 
ditions, of that civil and religious freedom, which 
so peculiarly distinguishes our country. ‘Their 
just and enlightened views of government and its 
objects, their zeal for religion, their stern morali- 
ty and love of literature, were the only bonds 
which could have held together their newly form- 
ed associations. Their principles gradually ac- 
commodating themselves to the changes in the 
situation of the country, and to the augmentation 
of its population, have formed the jhabits of our 
people, aud become the guide and standard of 
social and political opinions. They have stamped 
a distinct character upon our nation, have given 
shape to, and have embodied themselves in our 
constitutions, in which they are fixed as moral 
and political land-marks, and are publicly conse- 
crated by our oaths. 

To some, our political constitutions appear in- 
efficient and imbecile; others deduce the power 
and prosperity of the nation from its form of go- 
vernment; they equally overlook the deep and 
distant sources whence the principles of our go- 
vernment have been drawn, and how intimately 
they are incorporated and combined with the 
fabrics cf our society. A government cannot be 
weak which has continued unchanged, during the 
convulsions which for twenty-five years have agi- 
tated. mankind, and which have modified, distort- 
ed or overwhelmed almost every government of 
the old world; nor can the prosperity of that 
country depend wholly upon its form of govern- 
ment which almost without any visible political 
constitution, attempted and achieved its liberation 
from the authority of a powerful sovereign, for an 
infringement of its privileges} a recollection of 
the events and circumstances of the early history 
of our country, so grateful to our national feelings, 
is essential to the knowledge of the character of 
our people, of the causes of their success, and the 
nature of their civil institutions; and this know- 
ledge will teach men, that the power of that go- 
vernment cannot long be perverted to promote 
the selfish purposes of a few, which has its ori- 
gin, and derives its force from habits and opinions, 
the interest and the will of a whole people. 

To Massachusetts, which, by its early efforts 





and constant example has contributed so essen- 
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tially to form the character and fix the establish- 
ments of the nation, and which by the mainte- 
nance of its “ political, religious and moral insti- 
tutions,” secures to*us more immediately the en- 
joyment of our dearest rights, we yield from af- 
fection and duty our first fealty and a e, 

The house of representatives see with satisfac- 
tion, the people quitting with alaerity, those haz- 
ardous and precarious pursuits in which a state of 
war had compelled them to engage, and: joyfully 
resuming their habits of peace and regular indus- 
try, so conducive to their interest and congenial 
to their character and tastes; The general state 
of tranquillity and repose is highly propitious to 
the enjoyment of our rights as citizens, and the 
performance of our duties as legislators. Among 
the great and leading objects which may claim the 
attention of the legislature, we recognize, with 
your ‘excellency, the agriculture of the state, 
which fixes its- wealth to the soil and furnishes 
substance to the ye yh the arts. and manufac- 
tures, which assist all by their productions, and 
aid in the accumulation of capital,.in thé state; 
and commerce, which subserves the interest of 
all classes, by facilitating the exchange of com- 
modities, and without the aid of which, agricul- 
ture, the arts and manufactures, must languish 
and decline. 

Our government, resting wholly in the interest. 
and will of the people, the developement 2nd im- 
provement of the intellective character becomes 
an <object of paramount importance, and is enti- 
tled to all the aid which the legislature.can afford. 
To instruct and enlighten public.opinion, is to 
add power to the state and security to its govern- 
ment. 

The subject of the state prison will undoubted- 
ly receive that attention which its importance-de- 
mands. We shall most readily concur in the 
adoption of any system, which, to the ordinary 
means of preventing crimes, by the infliction of 
public and exemplary punishments, may add that 
of reclaiming the offender. 

The other subjects mentioned in your excellen- 
cy’s communication to the two houses, as:entitled 
to the consideration of the legislature, will re- 
ceive from the house of representatives that at- 
tention which is due to their importance, and to 
the recommendation of your exeellency. We 
tender our assurance of concurring with your ex- 
cellency in every effort to promote the welfare 
and prosperity of the state. 


ANSWER 
Of the senate to his excellency’s address to both 
houses. 

May it please your excellency, 4 
_ The senate of Massachusetts are deeply im- 
pressed with those interesting recollections, so 
natural and suitable to the time and the occasion, 
to which your excellency has been pleased to re- 
cur. In passing in review that long train of pa- 
triots, statesmen, and herees, of our revolution, 
which forms so affecting a part of the meditations 
of the moment, while on the one hand, we have 
reason to lament the many of whom death has be- 
reaved us, on the other we have cause of joy and 
of thankfulness, that a few of them yet remain, 
full of years and of honors, the lights, the guides, 
and the ornaments of their country. : 

We coincide with your excellency in the re- 
mark, that the annals of our own country “ open 





various and prolific sources of instraction to the 
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legislator and of proud satisfaction to the Ameri- 
can patriot.” The monuments of their fathers 
should be the studies of our statesmen. Their 
principles, eo manners, their institutions, their 
zeal for civil religious liberty ; the readiness 
with which they obeyed ali requisitions ‘of just 
authority ; the fearlessness with which they re- 
sisted every attempt at oppression; their un- 
shaken adherence to their constitutional rights, 
and the steady watchfulness with which they 
those essential principles, ‘on which po- 

tical freedom depends, not only in turbulent 
and tempestuous times, but also in those more 
dangerous, because more ‘enervating seasons of 
occasional peace and apparent prosperity, are 
lessons of wisdom, which it well becomes their 
posterity to engrave upon their hearts, and in 
political relations, to make the rules of their lives. 

The senate of Massachusetts realize, in com- 
mon with your excellency, the propitiousness of 
the present period for impartialiinquiries into the 
great interests of the commonwealth. It will be 
not less their happiness, than it will be their duty 
to co-operate with your excellency and with the 
other branch of the legislature, in “ suggesting 
.and perfecting any public improvements, of which 
the commonwealth may be susceptible.” And in 
fulfilling this duty, the outline traced by your ex- 
cellency will constitute the chief ground of their 
inquiries, not only on account of the authority 
from which it has proceeded, but on account of 
the completeness by which it is characterized. 

It is with great satisfaction that the senate of 
Massachusetts perceive the wide space which the 
interests of agriculture occupy in the minc and 
in the communication of your excellency. This 
pursuit, at all times an object of the care and af- 
fections of the legislature of Massachusetts, has, 
at the present, peculiar claims on its attention 
and solicitude. While speculation is opening to 
our citizens opportunities of new settlements in 
distant wildernesses, and, by delusive tales of 
milder climates and unexampled products, is se- 
ducing the unsettled part of our population to es- 
tablishments in other regions, whatever has a 
tendeney to meliorate the condition of our soil, to : 
counteract or to compensate any inatspiciousness | 
of our climate, to increase the quantity of our pro- 
ducts, to encourage such as are best suited to 
nourish, on a small territory, a comparatively large 
population, are objects worthy of the most pro- 
found and anxious thought, and of the most liber- 
al patronage of a wise legiskiture. The interests 
of commerce and manufactures are inseparably 
connected with those of agriculture, and we en- 
tirely coincide in the opinion of your excellency, 
that whatever tends to promote the permanent 
prosperity of one of these pursuits, cannot but 
advantageously affect the advancement of the 
other. a 

The senate of Massachusetts, with great cor- 
diality, join your excellency in those testimcnies 
of respect and attachment toward the common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, which your excellency 





has been pleased to express. We recognize the 

atness of our obligations to its constitution and ; 
| ae and the intimate connexion between their | 
continuance, in purity and vigor, and the preser- , 
vation of our civil and religious rights, and of 
« whatever is most dear to our affections in do- 
mestic life.” And it will ever be the anxious so- 





licitude of the senate of Massachusetts “ to pre- 


serve the solidity and the strength, and to main-t! bills of exchange on London and Hamburgh, they’ 
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tain the erect attitude” of this pillar of our safe 
not only because, under its shadow, will be fous 
the best security for our rigits. liberties, and rie 
vileges, but because, in this way, We shall] bee 
Support that “ vast and lofty superstructure.» 
which the system of national government subtends 
over us. : 

The various objects of particular concern 
which your exceliency has been pleased to lay 
before us, shall receive all that attention to whie 
they are entitled, both from their nature and from 
the recommendation of your excellency, with 
whom it will ever give pleasure to the senate to 
co-operate, in every effort, which has a tendeney 
“to promote the honor and happiness of Masgai 
chusetts.” 





FOREIGN SUMMARY. 
SWEDEN. 

Stockholm, April 8. : 
Proclamation—“ We, Charles, &c. declare by 
these presents, that as in our care for the welfare 
of our faithful subjects, we cannot neglect to les. 
sen, by forbidding the importation of certain un. 
necessary foreign goods, the expenses which un- 
avoidably oceasion a want of bills of exchange, 
exceeding the poe resources of the kingdom, 
and which would weaken the effect of the parti- 
cular measures which we have already adopted 
with the desired success, i. order to bring down 
the course of exchange. which has risen out of 
all proportion, whose hurtful influence on the fi- 
nances of the kingdom, and the internal industry, 
has been an important object of our apprehen- 
sions, and of those of every well disposed citizen : 
We are induced to prohibit the importation of 
porter; to revoke for the present the liberty to 
import arrack, which was granted in our ordinance 
of the 20th of March last year ; as wellas of white 
and piain cotton goods and muslins, excepting, 
however, cotton goods imported directly from 
the East Indies on board Swedish ships ; that also 
the importation of all wines permitted by the 
above ordinance, with the exception of the sorts 
used for the churches, shall cease, till we at a fu- 
ture time in connexion with what will be ordered 
against luxury and extravagance, shall be gra- 
ciously pleased to determine how far this prohi- 
bition may be confined to certain wines, the use 

of which will then be prohibited, &c. 
After this follow the penalties for violation of 


the prohibition, and regulations respecting such 
of th fi goods : , 


e abovementione as are already or- 
dered, and which may be put into magazines, 
under the condition of being re-exported by the 
end of the year, unless exceptions should be al- 
lowed in regard to some sorts of wines, &c. It 
is to be observed, that the importation of rum, as 
well as of striped and embroidered white 
and all — cotton, was prohibited before— 
The calico printers here will have nothing to do 
till white calicoes can come from the East Indies; 
of wines, there are said to be sufficient in the 
kingdom for ten years consumption. To prevent 
smuggling, however, the Swedish coast from Her- 
noisand, in the gulf of Bothnia, to Stromstadt, on 
the Norwegian frontiers, are to be covered with a 
chain of cruisers, for which purpose a number of 
gun boats and armed fishing vessels are fitting 
out at Stockholm, Carlscrona, and Gottenburg. 

April 11.—The secretary of state for trade and 





finance has called on the merchants to state what 
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7 d of till the end of May. Should inore 
a tian the funds allotted for the pur- 
pose can supply, those are to have the preference 
who have imported raw materials. 


Extract of a letter from Gottenburg, dated April 22: 

enclose you a speech made by the crown 
prince in answer to & deputation | from the wine 
merchants in Stockholm, which is a master piece. 
You must know the importation of all wines are 
prohibited, and what are here not allowed to 


ty. F 
on Speech of the crown prince, &c. April 13. 

Gextiemes—The step which you have just 
taken will be very agreeable to the king. Itisa 
striking proof of your disinterestedness and your 
civism ; it gives ase example to the other de- 

iptions of merchants. 
 * : majesty has equal solicitude for all the 
classes of the state. He loves to see the civic 
crown place itself under the shelcer of that of 
the warriors, to concur in the common prospe- 
The king is too Well acquainted with the im- 
portance and utility of commerce to permit it-to 
have any other fetters than those which are im- 
posed upon it by the interest of all; but this in- 
terest is the supreme law, and the first duty of a 
good government is to hinder it from being mis- 
taken. 

You know, gentlemen, what our country is. 
You cannot deny that the nature of the soil and 
of the climate has circumscribed our enjoyments. 
It is, therefore, to be desired that industry and 
commerce may rival each other in efforts to increase 
and to extend them. 

The government will be eager to encourage 

them. But if it happens that a wrong way is taken— 
if industry employs itself on productions which na- 
ture supplies us—if the speculations of some persoys 
favor importation, to the prejudice of exportation ; 
it is very evident that instead of concurring in 
the common prosperity, thie industry in this com- 
merce would bring on the ruin of the state; and if 
we had money in circulation, it must at least disap- 
pear. ' 
The government must, therefore, consider it a 
most sacred duty to employ its care for the main- 
tenance of an exact balance between exportation 
and importation of all values, (de toutes valeurs_) 
whatever be their nature, and those who mxke of 
the change itself an object of industry, ought to 
be stibjected to this superintendence, and ought 
to live at the expense of the state, without sup- 
porting the aon and that the farmer ought 
not to have his contributions doubied in conse. 
quence of the ill judged operations of some indi- 
viduals. Lastly, they should know that the peo- 
ple, the mass which constitutes the strength of 
all states, ought to be the object of the constant 
solicitude of a government which knows its du- 
ties, and desires to fulfil them. 

These, gentlemen, are the true principles 
which, in a social body, must direct commerce 
and industry. It is only by making them subor- 
dinate to the interest of all, that they can be made 
vivifying channels for the ptblic prosperity. Jf 
a particular interest is suffered to turn aside their 
course, we see indeed some great fortunes spriny 
up, but the rest languishes, the sources are dried 
up, and the state is on the brink of ruin. 

It is only the neglect of these principles that 


we must attribute the financial.crisis from which 
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the king has just extricated us. His majesty does: 
not regret the sacrifices which it costs him. He 
could not make a finer use of resources than by» 
remedying the evil which some ill-conceived’ 
speculations had produced. But what may have 
been only anerror, which his paternal heart. has 
made him repair, would henceforth be an excusa- 
ble crime, which the law should repress, , ' 

Your example, gentlemen, is a happy omen. 
My heart ‘ells me that your patriotism cannot fai} 
of imitators. ‘The 1 Swedes do not deliver 
themselves up to the insensibility of egotism; 
they love to give such the name of brethren, and. 
would not increase their fortune at the expense. 
of the public esteem. Preserve—propagate these . 
noble sentiments. Let us not suffer this national 
spirit, which distinguishes us, to be weakened. 

tus be the Swedes, in short, and let us not be 
so by halves. 


A party: of malcontents, among the Swedish 
nobility, whose chief seat (or focus, as it were) 
was in Gothea, had for a long time attracted the 


attention of government the -prince royal. © 
latterly doubled his exertions to gain more and 
more for himself and his son, the affection of the: 


nation, by making great sacrifices to the advan-. 
tage of several classes, und particularly the militas,. 
ry. Nevertheless, a part of the nobility, among: 
which were some olleas of the guards, perse- 
vered in its discontents ‘The reason secmed to 
be, that the officer’s commissions, aud the more 
important civil offices, are not given exclusively 
to the nobility ; and there was formed aguinst the 
existing government, 2 conspiracy, nearly similar 
to that of which king Gustavus IIT. was the victim, 
twenty-four years ago. 

As the conspirators of that.day had gained a. 
part of the officers of the guard; and the heads of 
the party assembled at « masked ball, where Cap- 
tain Ankerstrum mortally wounded the king,» 
which was discovered the same night, by the pis- 
tol, which the assassin had let full. In the same 
manner the preset conspirators had resolved ‘to 
assassinate the prince royal, at a public masquer- 
ade, to seize king Charles XIII. and prince Oscar, 
and then by the aid of some officers of the guard, - 
who were.in the plot, to proclaim the son of Gus. 
tavus Adolphus, king of Sweden. 

The imprudent expressions of an officer of the 
guards, who, then in a state of intoxication, had 
cried, “ Long live king Gustavus Adolphus V.’? 
and an anonymous letter, warned the prince royal 
of the danger on the evening of the 13th of “aan | 
which was fixed for the execution; he show 
himself more prudent than Gustavus IIT. who neg- 
lected a similar warning. The prince royal im- 
mediately ordered the guard of the palace to be~ 
dcubled, by troops on whom he could depend 
he summoned, the same evening, the council 
state, and the corps of officers of the regiments . 
stationed at Stockholm, and in the environs; ume °- 
veiled to them the whole plan ; called to their re- : 
membrance the conspiracies of a similar nature 
formed by the nobility against the government, 
particularly that against Gustavus III. he enu- 
inerated the services which he had done to Swe- 
den ; the sacrifice of a great pari of his private 
fortune, to restore the prosperity of the country 
and to raise the public credit; the conquest of a 
whole kingdom ; the revivai of the warlike repa- 
tation of the army, and the advantageous situa... 
tion in which he has{placed the military. The 
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speech excited the liveliest enthusiasm among the 
officers who were devoted to him; they swore a 
sac’ ifice of their fortune and their blood to defend 
him and his son. The council of state remained 
sitting till two o’clock in the morning, but hither- 
to nothing certain has transpired respecting the 
resolutions which it adopted. Two officers only 
of the guards have been arrested. 

The number of the conspirators is not exactly 
known, there are several in the = eager 
expresses were dispatched in the night of the 13th 
of March. If ma credit public report, a 
counsellor of state, known for his diplomatic mis- 
sions, and a son of a ‘high functionary of state, 
discontented at the loss of an office which he held 
very lately, were at the head of this conspiracy, 
but they are not yet arrested. However, several 
arrests have been made. It is not proved whether 
the old king Gustavus Adolphus was informed of 
the plan. Dieut Natt Och Dag, who has ‘been 
condemned to death by the high court of justice, 
is supposed to have served the conspirators as ne- 
gotiator. ' 

BARBARY. 

Algiers, Feb. 19.—The activity of the dey has 
now within a half a year wholly remedied the con- 
sequences of one of the bloodiest battles which 
the shores of Africa have witnessed for many cen- 
turies. It is thought the intention was to destroy 
Algiers. ‘This, however, did not happen. The 
loss consisted in the largest- part of the pirate 
flect; but the arsenals, the magazines and work- 
shops, the store of ammunition and provisions, in 
short all the elements of political life, were saved. 
The damaged fortifications are now stronger than 
before, and the marine, by means of purchase 
and new built vessels, may be said to be daily in- 
eteasing. ‘ 

The abolition of slavery seems to have been 
the chief object of the expedition. But cither as 
slaves or prisoners of war, the christian, who has 
the misfortune to fall into the hands of these bar- 
barians, will be treated exactly in the same manner. 

The Algerines do not trouble themselves about 
this difference, if they can only make war upon 
the European nations at their pleasure, and enrich 
their state with the sums extorted from them, or 
with the value of the ships captured from them. 
The whole of the marine of this place is, how- 
ever, at present dismantle:, except the schooner 
which was sent soon after the bombardment with 
an ambassador and rich presents to Constantino- 
ple, and is not yet come back; and according to 
all appearance no new piratical expedition will be 
undertaken before an answer from Constantino- 

le. Since the monopoly of the trade and coral 

ery at Bona, which was farmed to the English, 
from 1806 for 50,000 hard piastres, has ceased, it 
has been offered to France and Naples. France, 
which had possessed the privilege from the be- 
ginning of the seventeenth century, is said to be 
not disinclined to take it again on the old terms, 
that is about 18,000 hard piastres; but the dey 
demands as much as he received from the En- 
glish, and the affair is still undecided. 

’ Meantime, and notwithstanding the last harvest 
was most excellent, and there is abundance of 
corn in the country, the dey will not allow any to 
be exported to Europe, though pretty high prices 
have been offered him, particularly by France. 
Probably he wishes to see the affair of the Bona 
fishery terminated before he allows any purchase 
of corn in the country. 
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AZORES. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. George Crowninghj 
on board the Cleopatra’s Barge, to his friend 
dated Fayal, 24th April, 1817. ; ‘ 
“T have the pleasure of acquainting you with 

my progress thus far. My vessel fully answers 

expectation, and the mode in which she is rigged 
far surpasses it. 24 hours after our departure 
we met with a gale of wind from the N. E. that 
lasted nine hours, brought our vessel under fore. 
sail, close reefed topsails, main-stay sail and two 
reefed main sail: two hours after a heavy snow 
fell, which compelled us to take in the main sail 
the wind at that time having veered two points 
northerly, she then being in the trough of the sea, 
going eight knots, and perfectly dry and easy ; 
met with no injury. I have a good crew, and 
they enjoy themselves perfectly.” 

BRAZILS. 

Captain Gregerson, a passenger. im the Belyj. 
dera, from Pernambuco, which he left April 17th 
has communicated to the keeper of the Boston 
Merchant’s Hall Books, the following informa. 
tion :— 

The goverment of Pernambuco had an armed 
brig at anchor off the port, but on the appearance 
of a blockading squadron from St. Salvador she 
had retreated into port. The government was 
also fitting out another brig and two gunboats, 
but there was no probability they would go out. 

A ship of 32 guns, and another of 18 had arrived 
off Pernambuco, and effectually blockaded the’ 
port. The American vessels off the port were 
ordered by the squadron to depart in twenty-four 
hours, and the patriot government had forbidden 
them to depart ; but after some consideration gave 
them passports to sail. 

Accounts from St. Salvador represented that 
the inhabitants were in favor of the royal govern. 
ment, and that not the least symptom had appear. 
ed that they were in favor of the patriot cause at 
Pernambuco : on the contrary, they were volun- 
teering their services to march against that place 
to subdue it to the royal authority. The two ships 
off Pernambuco were manned with 600 volunteers. 


‘The government cf St. Salvador had been so very 


active, and had taken such precautionary mea- 
sures, that not the least alarm prevailed that the 
inhabitants would follow the example set by Per- 
nambuco. The troops had been allowed double 
pay and rations, and were very well satisfied. A 
small place at the southward of Pernambuco which 
had revolted had been subdued by the royalists; 
and the patriots were about sending a force a- 
against it, when the blockading squadron appeared 
and prevented. 

Every exertion was making at Pernambuco to 
repel the royalists should they attack the place. 
Many of the inhabitants were dissatisfied with. 
their situation, and appeared desirous of returning 
to the former government. All the cash in the 
treasury had been removed to the out skirts of 
the town, where the troops (about 6,000) were 
encamped. The inhabitants were in great confu- 
sion when the above vessels sailed. 

IONIAN ISLANDS. 3 

Corfu.—One of our late English papers contains 
the following most extraordinary circumstance, 
communicated by an officer of the British navy, 
under date of February 1: 

“A most extraordinary affair took place about 
a week since. A conspiracy was announced to 
the governor, in which about twenty of the prin- 
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cipal persons in this-island were said to net - 
cated. The plot was to seize on the citade : a 
time when the regiment, the 75th, had mare, ed 
out, to blow up the works, to kill the governor, 
and declare the island independent, &c. 

« Last Wednesday the plot was ripe. At twelve 
o’clock the gates of the town were shut, and the 
houses of the supposed conspirators taken pos- 
session of by the military. ‘The suspected per- 
sons were marched to the palace to be tried im- 
mediately. Many papers were found in their 
houses, with their plans, &c. and the usual cont- 
missions were made out. 

« It was supposed their trials would have been 
finished that night, when we expected to have re- 
ceived the criminals on board, and next morning 
have witnessed their execution ; but, to the aston- 
ishment of every body, it was discovered that the 
whole affair wasa contrivance of a young man be- 
longing to the police, and who himself gave the 
information—hunting, as it would appear, for 
blood money. He himself had made out all the 
papers; and, singular as it may appear, had ma- 
naged to have them secreted in the houses of the 
different parties whom he denounced. He had 
even collected a quantity of arms and ammuni- 
tion, and had employed men in the country in 
making cartridges near the residence of one of 
these gentlemen. a. 

« In fact, a more deep and villainously, concert- 
ed plan was scarcely ever heard of. What in- 
creases, if possible, the atrocity of his crime, he 
had included in his accusation some of his nearest 
relatives. ; 

“This wretch, who hasbeen taken in his own 
toils, is now under trial, and to-morrow, it is ex- 
pected, he will receive the punishment which his 
crime so richly deserves.” . 

HAYTT. 

Yesterday (says the New-York Evening Post, 
of the 7th June) the schooner Freemason, late 
Captain Little, arrived at quarantine, in 13 days 
from Port au Prince. From Captain Brown, a 
passenger in the Freemason, we learn that presi- 
dent Petion’s navy consisted of the admiral ship 
Abolition, formerly the General Brown, mount- 
ing 40 guns and a crew of 400 picked men ;. ship 
Wilberforce, 22 guns, formerly the General Gates; 
brig Fire-Fly, 18 guns ; and Conqueror of 16 guns. 
The above vessels were all at Port au Prince on 
the 21st May, completely equipped. Petion is 
very popular in his empire or republic, In con- 
versation with Captain Brown, when speaking of? 
the American sailor that was shot, a short time 
past, for killing one of his subjects, he observed 
that it was a painful circumstance to condemn 
him to death, but the proof was so clear that the 
majesty of the laws demanded the forfeiture of his 
life. He also remarked, that he hoped that the 
American government didnot countenance Ame- 
rican privateering under the Carthagenian flag. 

Markets—Coffee and sugar very scarce and 
high, owing to the hurricanes. Flour very scarce, 
worth from 45 to 50 dollars per barrel; none in 
port for sale. Coffee 35 sous and sugar 14 dollars. 
There was only one arrival in Port au Prince 
during 20 days. St. Domingo ,produces corn in 
abundance of peculiar sweetness, and all kinds of 
vegetables. Port au Prince is an excellent mar- 
ket ; it produces all the tropical fruits of a pecu- 
liar high flavor; likewise strawberries, peaches, 
and grapes, and the planters are making rapid 








progress in the cultivation of the sugar cane. 
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» DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
MASSACHUSETTS, ; 

Greenfield, May 24.—An ox was bred, and, is 
now owned by colonel Abel Chapin, of Spring- 
field, and has excited the wonder and admiration 
of all who have seen him. 

The following interesting particulars were 
handed us by a gentleman of this village : 7“ 

. ih. 


Height, 6 (8 

Space between the forefeet when standing, 16 

Width of gambrel joint, 

Depth of neck, 

Width of root of tail, 

Do. of hoof, 

Breadth of stern, 

Do. of fore shoulder, 

Length from nose to root of tail, 

Length of tail, 

Circumference of the body, 

Do. of belly, 

Height from navel to the und, 

Circumference of the shoulders and gullet, 
This ox is six years old, weighs on the. hoofs 

3,100 Ib. , 
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NEW-YORK. ; ‘ 
Batavia, May 24, 

One of the most singular cireumstances record- 
edin the history of accidents, occurred in the 
town of Middlebury, in this county, on the 16th 
instant, and exhibits, in the hero of misfortune, a 
mind excelling in the cool, deliberate, and de- 
termined virtues. The subject‘is as follows : At- 
temus Shattuck, in a piece of chopping that‘he 
was clearing, fell a tree across a stump; in which 
situation it remained nearly balanced, the top, 
however, buoyed up the butt; while thus sus- 
pended, he undertook to cut the tree in two near 
the stump upon which it was lodged, and “while 
standing upon itfor that purpose, he cutso much 
more upon the upper than the under :part of the 
tree, that the weight of the butt caused it to split, 
and at the moment of the grestest vibration or 
separation ¢f the severed parts, his foot slipt into 
the cavity of the opening timber, ‘and remained 
as firmly fixed as in a vice :—he fell immediately 
backwards, in which fall he lost his axe, but soon 
recovered a position that enabled him te hold up- 
on the tree by one hand, with the other he drew 
out his pocket knife and cut a limb witha hook 
attached to it, with the intention of drawing up 


) the axe and cutting the tree to liberate “his foot, 


but soon found his efforts fruitless. He next tried 
to break his leg, as that would enable him to turn 
his body in a position to sit upon the tree and 
wait the lingering hour of assistance ; but his po- 
sition prevented even the gratification of this 
harsh relief. Finding his strength failing fast, 
and no prospect of timely relief, (as no haman 
assistance was within three-quarters of a mile) he 
adopted the only alternative that remained of sav- 
ing himself from the hard and horrible death of 
expiring while suspended in the air, with his head 
down and his feetup. With his penknife he de- 
liberately severed bis foot from bis leg at the an- 
cle joint, and on his hands and knees bent his 
course for home. In this posture he crawled a 
full half mile before his calls for assistance were 
heard, and twice had to deviate several rods from 
a direct line to a rivulet, to quench his raging 





thirst. We are happy to state that he is likely to 
doe well 
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PENNSYLVANIA. i 

Philadelphia, June 6.—Yesterday the President 
of the United States, after iwpecting fort Mifflin, 
proceeded up the Schuylkill in a barge of the 
Franklin 74, and was Janded at Gray’s Ferry. He 
“was then met by the cavalry attached to General 
Cadwallader’s brigade of volunteers, and a large 
conéourse of citizens on horseback, by whom he 
was escorted to the open ground on the south 
side of High Street near Schuylkiil, where the 
brigade was formed and pe to receive him : 
he reviewed them, and then at their head proceect 
ed down High to Ninth Street, down Ninth to 
Chesnut Street, down Chesnut to Fourth Street, 
@own Fourth to Spruce street, down Spruce to 
Third Street, and from thence to the Mansion 
House Hotel. The concourse of spectators was 
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immense ; by whom he was cheered almost con 
aually daring his passage through the streets. 
“4 The officers of the first brigade of militia wait- 
on! the President at the Washington Hotei, 
ely on his arrival. 
' Ata large and respectable meeting of the civil 
of the general :.nd state governments, as- 
sembled pursuant to public notice, at the Uniied 
States disttict court room, on Thursday the 5th 
af June, at 12 o’clock at noon, Gen. John Steele, 
was appointed chairman, and Col. Peter A. Browne, 
gecretary. 
‘The committee of arrangements, appointed at 
a former meeting of the civil officers reported 
that they recommended to this meeting the ap- 
intment of. a committee, to consist of seven 
Baited States officers, and seven state officers, to 
wait on the. President of the United States, and 


tender to him the congratulations of this meet- 
rg, on his visit to t 







e city. of Philadelphia. 
motion made and seconded, it was unani- 
mously resolved, that such.a committee should be 
appointed. ? 
‘he following gentlemen were appointed that 
committee : ? 

' General John Steele, Robert Patterson, esquire, 
David Cakiwell, ¢+quire; General William Duncan, 
‘William Jones, esquire, James Glentworth, esq. 
Doctor John White, and 

Joseph B. M‘Kean, esquire, John Goodman, 
esquire, Thomas Truxton, esquire, Joseph Reed, 
esquire, ‘Timothy Matlock,,esquire, Jacob Rush, 

Kjuire, Peter A. Browne, esquire. 

motion was then made_and seconded, that 
Thomas M‘Kean, esquire, be added to the com- 
mittee. e meeting being informed that Mr. 
M‘Kean was too unwell to leave his house, the 
paste i that reason, was withdrawn, but it was 
resolved that it should appeaf on the minutes. 

JOHN STEELE, Chairman. 
Perer A. Brownz, Secretary. 





June 7.—Yesterday the members of the Penn- 
sylvania State Society of the Cincinnati, paid their 
respects to the President.of the United States, 

presented the following address : 
TO JAMES MONROE, 
President of the United States. 

Srr—Embracing the occasion which your atten- 
tion, as Chief Magistrate, to the military defences 
of the United States bas atforded, it is with pecu- 
liar pleasure that the members of the Pennsy!va- 
nia Society of the Cincinnati, a portion of the sur- 
viving few, who were your associates during the 


‘museum ; Mr: Sully’s ga 
)Philadelphia prison ; and the Pennsylvania hospi- 
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cordial support to the firm and impartial admin; 
tration of the government,. which, “= conmicien 
in its measures domestic tranquillity with the re. 
spect of foreign nations, they confidently antig). 
pate, will promote the best interests of the United 
States, and ensure to our citizens the advantages 
of social harmony and individual happiness. 
bor you _ "oon! marta blessings, and 
enjoy the grateful esteem of a ha eople, j 
the anene wish of ld. - 
Your faithful friends, 


And respectful fellow citizens, 
Signed by order, and by the 
unanimous vote of the society, 


D. LENOX, Presiden, 
Hor. Brxw:>, Secretary. 
Philadeipi:ia, June 6, 1817. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ANSWER. a 
To the members of the Pennsylvania Society of the 
Cincinnati. 

FELLOW crr1zEXs—In attending to the milit 
and naval defence of the United States, nothi 
can be more gratifying to me, than to meet the 
surviving tnembers of my associates in‘arms, who 
distinguished themselves in our revolutionary 
contest. I can never forget the dangers of that 
great epoch, nor be indifferent to the merit of 
tidse who partook in them. 

To promote tranquillity at home, and respect 
abroad, by a firm and impartial administration, are 
among the highest duties of the Chief Magistrate 
of the United States. ‘To acquaint myself in the 
discharge of these duties, witi advantage to my 
fellow citizens, will be the undeviating object of 
my zeaious exertions. Their approbation will be 
the highest recompense which | can receive. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Philadelphia, June 6, 1817. 
About two o’clock yesterday, the mayor and 
recorder, and the presidents of the select and 
common councils, of the city of Philadelphia, 
waited upon the President of the United States, 
at the Washington Hall, and, in the name of the 
corporation of Philadelphia, welcomed him to our 
city, and tendered their good wishes for his per- 
sonal health and happiness, and for the prosperity 
of his administration. 
Yesterday morning the President of the United 
States visited the academy of fine arts; Peale’s 
aay of paintings; the 


tal. At 12 o’clock, he repaired on board the 
Franklin, of 74 guns, Captain Stewart, now at an- 
chor in our harbor, and nearly ready for sea. He 


occasion, and a national salute from the ship an- 
nounced his arrival aud departure. 

June 9—Early on Saturday morning his excel- 
lency the president of the United States conftinu- 
ed his course of observation on the various public 
institutions of this city. Among ocihers the cus- 
tom house, the bank of the Umited States, and 
the city lot at the draw-bridge, ihe scite spoken 
of for the erection of a new custom house. 

He also spent some time with his: venerable 
friend and compatriot, Thomas M‘Kean, esq, one 
0; the few surviving s.atesmen who had the honor 
of signing the declaration of independence. 

‘ine president also paid a friendly visit to Mr. 











warof tie revolution, approach to renew ticir 
personal intercourse, and to assure you of their 


bert Morris, esq. 


was conveyed in an elegant barge fitted up for the’ 


ihomas Willing, and the widow of the late Ro-.- 
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The president of the United States and suite 
left patly city on Saturday before 2 o’clock, and 
arrived at Trenton the same evening. His ar- 
rival was announced by the discharge of cannon 
and the firing of a feu de joie by the volunteer 
corps that were under arms ready to receive him. 
We understand that the president will take the 
steam boat at Elizabethtown, and proceed to Sta- 
ten !slund to the residence of the vice-president. 
On Tuesday he is expected to visit the fortifica- 
tions, &c. sleep that night at the head quarters of 
major general Scott, and on W ednesday morning 
make his entry into the city of New York. From 
New York, we learn, the president will go up the 
Hudson to West Point. Having examined the 
stute of the military academy, he will descend 
the riverand go up the sound to New London, 
and ultimately go as far cast as Portland, in the 
District of Majne, and as far west as Detroit, in 
the Michigan Territory, taking Plattsburg, Sack- 
etts Harbor, Niagara, and ali other military posts 
in nis route, and taking Pittsburg in his way to 
Washington City. ' 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore, June 10.—Vhe brig Gustavus, capt. 
Dole. for New Orleans, left this port this morning, 
having on board, a¥ passengers, gen. WILKINSON, 
his sou, and sixty other persons. 

Foom the Americun of the same date. 

We have seen an estimate of the amount of to- 
bacco, coiton. and rice raised in ‘the southern 
states, and caleulated at nearly 44 millions of dol- 


hare : viz. 
Tobacco, 127,000 hhds. 
Cotton, 320,000 bales. 
Rice, 110,000 casks. 4 


In this estimate, Virginia, Kentucky, and Lou- 
isiana tobacco is rated at 15U; North Carolina at 
96; and Maryland at 9U dollars per, hhd. South 
Carolina and Georgia cotton at 75; Sea Island at 
115: and Louisiana at 80 dollars per bale ; rice at 
$0 dollars per cask 

From the following seemingly authentic_state- 
ments, we can form a correct idea of the value 
and growing importance of the trade of the south- 
ern states, by the exports from Charleston and 


Savannah, in the-seven months ending the 30th of # 


hast April; viz. 
From Charleston, 54,726 bales cotton. 
37,787 casks rice. ° 
1,593 hhds. tobaeco. 
70,085 bales-upland cotton. 
7,436 do. Sea island do. 
9,259 casks rice. bd 
2,622 hhds tobacco. 

We are sorry to learn that recent detections 
have been made of stones being put into bales of 
cotton, in order to increase the weight. For the 
honor of the country, this infamous fraud ought 
to be checked, and the perpetrators publicly ex- 
posed to punishment. 


Sh) 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


NOTICE TO MARINERS. 
Beacon on Federal Point rear the New Inlet, North 
Carouna. 
The above Beacon is now completed ; is forty 
feet liizh, and stands on the main land, the north 
of the cntrance of Cape Fear River. It bears 


from Cape Look Qut, West by South, 'distant 80 


From Savannah, 


SATURDAY, 


JUNE 14, 1817. | $88 


miles; and from the south.end of Frying Pan 
Shoals, N. W. by N. distant 30 miles. In run- 
ning inwhen the Beacon bears W. or W. by S. 
you wil make a thick and high ham of 
woods, called Merryck’s wood bluff, before you 
make the Beacon; but should the Reacen bear 
to the North of West, you will make the Beacon 
and Bluff at the same time ; the former of which” 
may be seen, in clear weather, about 15 miles 
from a ship’s deck in about 10 to 11 fathoms wa- 
ter, and when first discovered has the appear- 
ance of a distant sail. As you approach the Bea- 
con the water becomes gradually shoal. In 4 to5 
fathoms water, one mile and a half from the Bea- 
con bearing W. 8. W. to W. there is good anchors 
age, soft bottom. 
in running in, bring the Beacon on with the 
south end of the Barracks, which you will. cen. ‘ 
tinue until over the Bar, and near the Beach, and 
so along the Beach untilyou are in the river.» Qn 
the Bar, at high water, 11 to. 12 feet, at low water 
six fect only. The depth of water, 
however, are subject to variation so that it i not 
alvisable for strangers,.except in cases of necesd- 
ty to run in without a pilot. 

ROBERT COCHRAN, Collecior. 
Collector’s Office, Wilmington, W. C. 
April, 10, 1817. 


From the New York Columbian. 

(corr.) ; 
COMMODORE THOMAS TAYLOR, TO MIS EXORELENCE 
THE PRESIDENT OF HAYTH. 
' ce of the seizure, detention, 





and their which have 

in conformity to the faith pla- 

ced in the nt of Hayti as.a sister repub- 
lic, sanctioned by a positive ement made 


with yourself as president thereof) T have 

proper, as the representative of the Buenos Ayre- 
an government, to detain and sénd back to Port- 
au-Prince the Haytian ship “St. Joseph, William 
Pierret master, bound for New York. ‘This. act. 
will sufficiently indicate to the government 
Hayti my determination to have and insist on Sa- 
tisfactory redress for the outrage committed en 
the republican flag of Bunos Ayres in the seizure 
named in the first part of this communication. 
The Spanish sailors found on board the St. Joseph, 


1 have detai as prisoners) of war. Upless. im- 
mediate =e satisfaction be given for the 
outrage, all vessels whatever bearing the Haytian 


flag, as also any of their *rty, will be consi- 
deved as good sad lawhdl ‘prizes by any of the 
Buenos Ayrean government vessels, and they will 
have my instructions accordingly.” 1 shall imme- 
diately dispatch a vessel off the port of AuxCayes, 
there to await your answer until the 28th inst. In 
the mean time, the squadron will detain all Hayti- 
an vessels they may fall in with. They will, how- 
ever, be given up on receiving from you a satis- 
factory answer. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your excellency’s 


most obedient servant. 
THOMAS TAYLOR. 
Commodore of the flying squad- 
ron of Buenos Ayres. 
Dated on board the Buenos Ayres go- 
vernment brig of war El Patriota, of 





Cape Nichdla Mole, 23d April, 1817. 
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4. Buenos Ayrean F ; brig of war El Pa- 
triota, off Tibere 25th April, 1817. 
TO THE INSURANCE OFFICES OF THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK 


GrntTLemex—On the , 23d inst. off the Mole, I 
broaght te and detained the Haytian ship St. Jo- 
William Pierret, master, from Port-au- 
Prince, bound to your port with a cargo, which, 
according to the invoices and bills of lading found 
on board, should have consisted of 171,647 pounds 
pf fustic, 374,400 pounds of logwood, 426 bags of 
ee, and Pon barrels of aA the ~~ 

cumstance of the president of Hayti having seize 
@.considerable soleus of property of mine, it was 
at first.my intention to capture her—for which 
purpose I commenced an examination of the car- 
#0, which I found to consist of twenty-six bags of 
- coffee and twenty-six barrels of sugar; and at 
the same time the ship being very light, f am well 
vineed there could not have been upwards of 
or 100 tons of wood on board of her. From 
these circumstances, as well as from the wretched 
state the ship was in as jt respected sails, rigging, 
provisions, &c. (having but one hagif barrel of beef, 
and the.same ‘quantity of pof@on board) 1 am 
well convinced that fraud watfhtended on your 
offices, where I understand from the captain she 
was insured. The mate of the vessel acknow- 
le that there was but the quantity of twenty- 
six bags of coffee on board the ship—thiat the 400 
had been taken out of her—of which circum- 
‘stance no mention was made in his log book. He 
so mentioned that he and the owner understood 
each other. fn ¢onsequéence of which I ordered 
her back ‘to Port-au-Prince, ive it my 
duty to give you:-this informati ur govern- 
ment 

Tam, gentlemen your obcdie# rant, 

THOS. TAYLOR, 

Commodore of the “flying squad- 
ron of Buenos Ayres. 


From a London paper of May, 27th. 

* Marzrep, on the 24th of April, at the house of 
his grace the duke of Wellington, Colonel Harvey, 
Aid de camp to the prince regent, and military 
secretary to the duke of Well m, to Lovisa 
Catuaaing, third daugiiter of Richard Caton, Esq. 
ea 2 the United States of America, 
and former iverpodl. . The bride was given 
away by the’ rang! Fa the re Somnediath- 
ly after the ceremony, the bride. and bridegroom 
set off for Englefield Green, near Windsor, the 
seat of Mrs. Freemantle. 

wy 

Sweden—The reader’s attention’ will, we pre- 
sume, be particularly arrested by the answer of 
#ne crown prince of Sweden to the wine mér- 
chants, inserted in this number of the ational 
Register. It marks a; degree of profound reflec- 
tidn, on the part of Bernadotte, in relation to po- 
litical economy, which is rather extraordinary in 
a man whe has been reared almost wholly in 
camps. Under his sway, ‘Sweden may promise 
herself many years of prosperity and happiness . 


No. Hit. 


Aggregate amount of goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise imported into the United States from Eu- 
rope, to wit: from Russia, Sweden, Denmark 
axl Norway, Holland, Enjy'and, Man, and Ber- 
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wick, Scotland, Ireland, Guetisey, Jereey 

&c. Gibraltar, Hamburg, Breviag, &é. eg 
and Spanish European ports on the Atlantic and 
Mediterranean, Portugal, Fayal and the other 
Azores, and from Italy—in both American and 
foreign vessels—commencing the 1st of October. 
1814, and ending the 30th September, 1815. — 
[See the tables Nos. 1 and 2, pages 319, and 
334, this volume.]} / 


[Composed for the National Register] 





Almonds, ‘ : . ’ Ibs. 46,386 
Beer, ale, and porter, : - galls. 74,349 
Boots, ‘ : : pairs. 484 
Bottles, black quart, - groce. 13,386 
Cables, ‘ lbs. 57,935 
Candles, . ‘ ‘ * 967 
Cards, playing, : packs. 1,232 
Cheese, . ‘ , forint 28,019 
Coal, d ‘ bushels, 81,177 
Coffee, . ; ; : ‘ Ibs, 35a 
Cordage, -. . : 0 |, Feige: «99,668 
Fish, F "i . . bbls. 18 

other pickled, ao? dc, 40 
Fruits, . ; ‘ : ‘ Ibs.. 664,393 
Glass, window, 100 square feet. 8,557 
Glaubcr salts, 4 cwt. ° 305 
Glue, . ‘ : ; : lbs. 66,769 
Gunpowder, * 106,041 
Hairpowder, ; , iy re 337 
Hemp, . ; : ‘ ; cwt. 37,998 
Indigo, F ‘ ‘ . | Abe, 44,077 
Iron, . “ . - 2,064,498 
Lead, and manufactures of, --« 2,581,604 
Molasses, ‘ P ; galls. 1,542 
BS nk ett... 3 
Nutmegs, . d Dares 4,586 
Ochre, ; , » 7p 142,787 
Pewter plates and dishes, — . 2,145 
Pimento, . . ‘ 4,768 
Quicksilver, . 302 














(of 56 los. pr. bushicl, or less) 788,486 
Seines, , ; ‘ . Ibs. *° 5,558 
Shoes and slippers, ? «pairs, 5,958 
Snuff, ' , Ibs. 29 
Soap, _ ‘ 203,039 
Spanish brown, 602,900 
Spikes, _ d ; signs 76,108 
Spirits, . , ‘ P - galls. 753,639 
Starck; . ’ ; Ibs. 1,813 
Steel, , ' .- “OMbe 19,458 
Sugar, loaf, , ; 2 . lbs. 24. 

brown, : ; : de 272 
white, : ' : BF ola 30 
candy, . ; ; ; 169 
Tallow, ; . 204,126 
Teas, ” ; ‘ 168,469 
Twine, ‘ i ; ‘ : Cwk. 941 
White and red lead, Ibs. 2,305,119 
Wines, ; galls. 680,086 


Note....The article “candles,” embraces those 
both of tallow and wax: “ Cordage,” that which 
is tarred and untarred: “Fruits,” §ncludes cur- 
rants, figs, prunes, raisins, &e. “Iron,” anchors 
and sheet, slit and hoop : “ Spirits,” includes that 
from grain as well as other materials. The total 
value of goods, wares, and merehandise, subject 
to an advalorem duty, ‘iinported into the United 
States, from European ports, in American and 
foreign vessels, from the 1st of October, 1814, to 








the 30th September, 1815, is 44,699,444 dollars. 
' See pages 520 and 335, this volume. 


Salt, (more than 56 Ibs. pr. bus.) bushls. 15,845,755, 
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